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study of the poetry of five major modern Marathl poets whose contri-
bution to Marathi poetry in general and to Modernism in particular

is of great significance.

One can identify two generations of modern Marathi
poets.From among the five major poets studied here, B.S5. Mardhekar
(1910-19568) is regarded as the torch-bearer of the entire modernist
movement in Marathi literature. P.S. Rege (1910-1977), a contemporary
of Mardhekar,looked for roots in the mediaeval Prakrit poetry and
the classic works in Sanskrit and experimented with the form and
language of poetry. Vinda Karandikar saw the historical problem
in the light of Marxist theory to begin with, but bacaﬁe a plu-
ralist later. The second generation of modern Marathi poets is
represented by Dilip Chitre( b. 1838) and Arun Kolatkar (b. 1933)
Dilip Chitre addresses himself to the problem of expressing the
contmporary life through the contemporary language and Arun Kolatkar
poses a challenge to the critics of Marathi poetry because of his

experiments in the language and form of poetry.

Contribution of these poets has been studied by
several scholars so far by referring to their individual achievements
as poets. This study, however, attempts to study them as representa-
tives of two distinct forces spread over a period of approximately
fifty five years from 1940. Thus in addition to underlining a histo-
rical dimension, attempt has been made to analyse and evaluate the
achievemnts of these poets. These modern poets on theib part, are

aware of the his#oricity of the modern situations , and the special



problems faced by the modern man in encountering the unusual
situations and problems thrown up by the last 50 years of modern
history. Their themes thus reflect the awareness of history and
contemporaneity. It was natural for them to develop a new idiom to
write poetry expressive of modern times and develop techniques

that would suit the themes that they were handling. The relevance

and significance of their poetry was established both by their themes
and the idiom. The modern poetry of these poets influenced the
younger poets and made it necessary for critics to develop new norms
to Jjudge it.

This is an exploratory study of modernism aimed at
investigating the sources of modernism, the situations in which
modernism developed ahd the basic themes of modern poetry. It also
attempts to study the artistic techniques and the distinctive

language used by these five poets.
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