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The names Phyllanthus baeobotryoides Wall. ex Miill. Arg. and P. macrocalyx Miill. Arg.

from India are lectotypified.

Phyllanthus comprises 750-800 species dis-
tributed in tropical and subtropical regions of
the world (Mabberley 2008). Balakrishnan and
Chakrabarty (2007) reported from India 53 spe-
cies and 4 varieties belonging to 6 subgenera,
of which 20 species and 2 varieties are endemic
to the country (Singh ef al. 2015). Nayar (2014)
reported 34 species from the Western Ghats, of
which 15 are confined to this region.

While studying the herbarium specimens of
Phyllanthus housed at CAL, the first author came
across some type specimens. After a detailed
study of the specimens and scrutiny of the litera-
ture it was found that P. baeobotryoides Wall. ex
Miill. Arg. and P. macrocalyx Miill. Arg. warrant
lectotypification. Hence, lectotypes for the two
names are designated from the original materi-
als in accordance with the Art. 9.2 of Melbourne
Code (McNeill et al. 2012).

Phyllanthus baeobotryoides Wall. ex
Mull.Arg.

Linnaea 32: 15. 1863. — LEecTOTYPE (designated here):
India orientali (Bangladesh), Sillet (Sylhet), Wallich 7942B!
(K001128597 image!; Fig. 1); isolectotype K000246542

image!,  CAL0000022635!,
CAL0000022703!).

CAL0000022636!  and

Miiller (1863) validated the name P. baeobot-
ryoides Wall. (nom. nud.) based on the gathering
Wallich Cat. No. 7942. The Wallich Catalogue
does not have a number 7942, but has 7942A
“Phyllanthus baeobotryoides Wall.” Hort Cal
and 7942B Sillet (or Silhet). Multiple specimens
were seen under collection number 7942B at
CAL, E, G and K. There is only one speci-
men housed at K-W bearing the number 7942A
(K001128597), and the specimen also has a pho-
tocopied cut up label of the list number, name
of the plant, and place name (affixed at the top
centre), from the Catalogue: 7942A “Phyllant-
hus baeobotryoides Wall.” Hort Cal. There are
two more specimens of 7942B at K-W, of which
K000246543 has an annotation slip, wherein it is
written “Sylhet merit De Silva 1825”. Francis de
Silva was one of the plant collectors of Wallich,
collecting plants in Sylhet. The other specimen
K001128597 is without any annotation.

There are four more specimens bearing the
number 7942B at E (E00314318, E00314319,
E00314320,E00314321), and a specimen at GDC
(G00325325) indicated as ‘holotype’ and one
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more specimen at G (G00434917) indicated as
“isotype”. All those herbarium specimens were
considered to be original materials. Hence, among
the available original materials collected in Sillet
(Sylhet), India (Bangladesh) the complete repre-
sentative specimen housed at K-W (K001128597
image!) is designated here as a lectotype.

Phyllanthus macrocalyx Mull.Arg.

Linnaea 32: 48. 1863. — LECTOTYPE (designated here): India
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Fig. 1. Lectotype of Phyl-

lanthus  baeobotryoi-
des Wall. ex Mill.Arg.
(K001128597). Repro-

duced with permission
from the copyright owner
(Herbarium, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew).

(India orientalis), prov. Malabar Concan, 1861, Stocks, Law
& C. s.n. (G-DC-G00316734 image!; Fig. 2); isolectotype
G-DC-G00316733).

Miiller (1863) described P. macrocalyx based
on a collection made by Stocks, Law & C.
s.n. from Malabar Concan, India Orientalis. The
author did not cite a precise locality or a holo-
type. Three specimens mounted on single her-
barium sheets were found in G-DC, denoted by
two barcodes, i.e., G00316733 (single specimen)
and G00316734 (two specimens). The specimen



ANN.BOT.FENNICI Vol.54 -

Lectotypification of Phyllanthus baeobotryoides and P. macrocalyx 201

Fig. 2. Lectotype of Phyl-
lanthus macrocalyx Mll.
Arg. (G-DC-G00316734).
Reproduced with permis-
sion from the copyright
owner (Conservatoire et
Jardin botaniques de la
Ville de Genéve).

G00316734 which has a prominent calyx is des-
ignated here as a lectotype.
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