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Travel writing comes packaged as
documentary, or as Merary and journalistic
works. Such writing could range from the
humorous o the serious or the cichéd. Travel
writers have increasingly been associated
with tourism and their output finds its way into
guidebooks t00. Such work can be found on
‘t — o Websites, in periodicals, in books and,

1 b el increasingly, in blogs. But the situation was
different in the past. Across the centunies, fravel writing has come from a wide
variety of writers— travellers, anthropologists, spies, military officers, missionaries,
explorers, piigrims, social and physical scientists, educators and migrants,

For a region like Goa, such writing carries with it a lot of implications. Not only
does it interpret this tiny region 1o the outside world, but it even influences Goans'
percaptions of themselves. This book focuses
on how travel writng depicts the small,
historic, often hard-to-understand region
called Goa. For a change, scholars from the
area tumn the magnifying glass onto those
who have long presented Goa %o the world.

These pages look at how scholars
travelled to meet kindred spirits. Or, how an
American anthropologist then based in
Australia understood villages in Salcete. Other contributions look closely at travel
blogs focussing on Goa; a French joumalist's radio travelogues; ravel narratives;
Naipaul's “Goa"; the depiction of this region in the works of writers of distant
centuries such as Francois Pyrard de Laval, Tomé Pires and Denis Cottineau de
Kloguen; reflections in Manohar Shetty's Goa Travels and the Goa Writers'
Inside/Out. One essay looks at Goa's depiction in some works of fiction.
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