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An Ayyavole Inscription of the Fourteenth Century:

A Note
Magendra Ran *
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Abstract

fuyyareole insTiption cefers fo the operation change pre. ¥Tyanagar by Vijayamagas period in soathemn
roestal Karmataka, these wes a gradual decline in Ayyavole mentioned in e Hoysla inscription
i Ayyzvole of Vijapamgar pericd, during the Vipyanagar peviod, administration 2t Ayyavwole
was more centraived, while Hoysalzs gave greater freedom o Ayyavole. However, there were
some changes m Ayyovie, it was similar to pre-Vijzyamapar Gmes. Keywonds Hashimbknia,
Coinaze. Falzeography, konography, Nirepama, Garudz, Nagard, Telups-Kazmadz,

Keywords: Ayyzvole, Hoymla, Vijapamgar, nanadestds mades

Ayyevole Five Hundred was an wbhaya  significance of the inscription  belonging
mnadesi  (comprking  two merchant o the Vijpyamagar. Abraham argues ithat
guilds presmmmably loml and exdermal  the Aypavole of the pre-Vijayamagar period
or svadeshi and paradeshi]. B opemabed  was mot the same as the Apyawvale of the
mostly in South Imdia. The sdwlars such  Vipyamagar imsmipton.  Her  arpumens
un.cham[:nh.'hldm.ian:]‘rj'ubhm].:ﬂu] is based om the change in the ‘deities
have donmmented the activities of Ayyavole  mentioned in the insTiptions belging io
in Tamil Madu while in the conbext of these perinds® However, the presmnt paper
Kamataka, there are ot many specific  disgrees with the assertion of Abraham
studies that deal with thiz organization. In and argues that they represented a single
thiz context, it becomes mportant fo malyze  organization and  there was  comtinuity
thiz trade guild, particalarly with reference between  this organization found im the
to Barmataka. Hoy=ala and Vijayamagar perinds.

remerally, scholars have mot disosssed This paper bas nplications o0 shody
the role of Ayyawole Five Hondred under the  different challenpes that the Ayyavale Beed
Vijayanagar. For instance, Meem Abmham, while operating in the business workd
who made a detailed disne=ion regarding  One needs o pote that this organization
the Ayyavole Five Hundred in Kamataka rmemained in operation for more than five
and Tamil Madw, bes pot disosssed the  hondred years. Up to the fourteenth centary,
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there were o major changes in the area
of its operation of Ayyavole. Howewer,
in the fporteenth century, it changed dts
area of operation. For instance, the pre-
Vijyanagar inscriptions do not refer o the
operation of Ayyavole in southem coastal
Kamataka (today comprising Udupi amad
Dakshina EKannada disincis). However,
the Wijayanagar inscription refers oo dts
upﬂaﬂmhhungmimmmatﬂzn
main reason for this development was the
incorporation of this region by the Hoysalas
initially and Vijayanagar later. It is also
impartant to note that Ayyavole, being a
trans-regional organization depended on a
sirong state system. Consequently, it was
found in the regions controlled by the major
kingdoms such as the Cholas, Chalukyas,
Hoysalas and Vijayanagar. However, in the
Vijryanagar period, it diverted #ts attention
from Tamil Nadu to Kamataka and the
Andhra region. The main reason for this
change was the @l of the Cholas, a strong
state that existed before the Vijayanagar
in the Tamil region. It was apparent that
in the Tamil region, this trade guild wouald
nné obtain the same support from the State
that it experienced earfier. Consequently,
it shifted ix opeations completely o
Kamataka and the Telygu-speaking region.
However, ome may nobte that Ayyeeole
was already present in these regions,
particularly Kamataka under the Hoysalas.
There are barge mumbers of references o
the Ayyavole under the Hoysalas. The
Ayyavole  established several  southem
Ayyavales, most of whom were found in the
sputhern part of Kamataka., The Hoymila
patronage was aritical for the growth of this
OTERNIZA L.

This inscription iz als  importane
on annther count It shows the possble
reason for the decline of Ayyavole A
few historians attempted t© amalyze the
reasons for its decline. Champakalkakshmi
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argued that it declined due to monetzation
and competition from other nanadeshis.
Monetization may be a reason for its decline
in the Tamil region but not in Kamataka,
which wimessed considerable monetzation
in the twelfth century. However, one can
accept the contention of Champakalakshmi
that the aAyyavole declined dee o
competiion.’ This is apparent even onder
the Hoysalas, as the insmipbons refer to mot
ome but severa] ROdeshis.” In some cases,
even though namodesiis are mentioned,
Ayyavole is not referred to, thereby showing
that apart from Ayyavole other manadeshis
took the e from this organization to trade
in different regions.

Gravareshwara: The Merchant Deity

Based on the identification of the deities
mentioped  in the Vijayanagar inscrap-
tion, Meera Abraham believed that the Vi-
jayanagar Ayyavole was not the same o
the Ayyavole mentioned in the Hoysala in-
fers to Gavareshvara, a prime deity of the
Ayyavale, the Vijayanagar inscripbion men-
tion= Gavareshvara and Ganeshvara, It i
also mentioned that Gavareshvara was the
sgnature of the Ayyavole. As this deity s
mentioned in the Hoysala and Vijayanmagar
inscriptions, there was continuity between
the Ayyavole mentioned in the inscriptions
belomging to this period. Ome may nobe that
Gavareshvara represents the Gavares, the
com dealers. The Gavares are represented
as KEavares in the Tamil Mado inscrptions,
thereby showing that there was a comnec-
tion between the Kanmada and Tamil traders
of Ayyavole Five Hundred . However, Mobo-
T Karashima expresesd his reservation to
accept that Aihole was the place of origin of
Ayyavaole Pive Hundred even though a large
mumher of insriptions appear o make this
claim® The reference to Gavares and Ga-
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vareshvam (Kavareshvam) in the Eannada
and Tamil inscrptions proves beyomd dosht
that bath belonged to the same trade guild.
However, one can accept that the Tamil
traders dominated Ayyavole in the Tamil
region and South East Asia as most of thes
inecriptions were written in Tamil

This inscription was issued from Belar, an
impartant urban centre belonging to the
Hoyzalas, The region is called Hoysala ter-
ritory. The Vijayanagar administrators were
aware that previously Belur was under the
comiral of the Hoysalas. This is important
evidence to show the contimuty bebween
the Ayyavole foumd in the Hoysla and Vi-
jayamagar inscriptions.

There are similarities between the epi-
thets found i the pre-¥Vijayanagar amd
Vijayanagar Ayyavole inscriptions. For in-
stance, both mention that they were bom
along the lines of Bhaladeva, khandali, va-
sudeva and Mulabhadra. They are the lords
of the diy of Ahicchamapura. In this con-
text, one can mention that the term Ahic-
chatra refers to Ayyavale or Aihole in the
Bijapur district. The Ayyavole of Eamataka
maintained the relationship with the Aihole
where it was established for the fist time
undler the Chaldkyas of Badami. These re-
cords agree that they belonged to the Bl
il sect. They represent various walues
such as honesty and integrity. They have to
followe the religions mules or the dhoma of
Bolmiu. The vijayanagar inscription, like
its Hoysla counterparts, refers to soath-
em Varanas. The records abso claim that
the trade guild was an shhgyo nonodes or
two nanadesis. According to Mesm Abra-
ham, they represent svadeshi and pamdeshi
traders, even though it may alss mean two
naniadesis.” However, the argument of Abra-
ham & convincing as the Ayyavole trad-
ers iravelled from one place to the other.
Consequently, they were found in different
parts of South India. The pre-¥ijayanagar

and Vijayanagar inscriptions also mention
nizkfiaras and mummrr-dandies, Nekhares or
the RIZOTRS were the market,urban centres.
The latter may be considered as the associ-
ates and the puards of the Ayyawole tradems
However, i some cases, mummr-dondas
are alzo shown as trading on their own. In
amy case, they are mostly associated with
Ayyavole Five Hundred. The presence of
nokfaras, mummeri-donda and Govaresfeeng
show the contimity betwern the Ayyvole
before and during the Vijayanagar peri-
od. The insmmiption alse mentions the sgn
manual of Gavareshvara. Consequently, this

Change

The inscription i question also exhibits a
few major changpes. By this time, it appears
that the kings and their subordinates took
more interest in the collection of commer-
rial taxes even though the nados contin-
wed to collect the nomal taxes. In the twelfih
century, the kings allowed trade guilds to
collect commercial taxes. However, in the
Vijayanagar period, it changed as the state
exhibited considerahle interest in the collec-
tion of taxes from the rdems. In achoality,
the leaders of Ayyavole, in this inscription,
state that they have agreed to remit the
taxes to an importamt official. A long list of
taxes is mentioned. It is apparent that the
State collecied a boge amount of urban tax-
s, which became the basiz of the state au-
tharity.”

A second change that we note in this in-
srription is the area of operation. The in-
sription gives the list of varous towems
where there was the presence of Ayyavole
Five Hundred. It mentions the towns such
as Drwarasamudra, Guiti, Penogundi, Ada-
wani, Chandragiri, Kanchi, Padevida, Man-

Nagendra Koo
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galor, Earakumu, Hommavara, Chandavura,
Araga, Chandraguiti, Anmigere, Huligere,
Talakalambi, Singapatiana and other towns,
It may be mentioned here that the westem
coastal towns (particolardy those belong-
ing tp Kamataka and Goa) were general-
ly not mentioned in the pre-Vijayanagara
Ayyavole inscriptions. Howewer, the pres-
ent recond refers to the western coastal
towns swuch as Hoomavar, Barkur and Man-
galore, a clear sign of the expansion of the
Vijayanagar to these regions. I also shows
that these regions formed the core territory
of the ¥ijayanagar. Om the other hand, the
insription does not refer to the towns that
belonged to the Tamil region, thereby indi-
cating that after the fall of the Cholas, the
Ayyavole had shifted its forus from Tamil
Madu to Bamataka and the Telugu speak-
ing region. The ferm haliyajanguli may re-
fer to the armed bodyguards who acoom-
panied the Ayyavole taders. It is possible
that these traders chtained the service of the
new militant class apart from the FRIFIME-
ri-dandas. Under the Vijayanagar, there was
a practice of the collection of commercial
tames by government officals. The sate at-
tempted to directly collect the axes and wse
the same in the day-to-day adminisration.
Another change that one could note in the
case of this inscription is the reference to
salumule balanja while the sarlier insrip.
tions only mentioned balanja. It is possible
that Ganeshvara was the deity of the sahs-
mule-babmja while Gavareshvara was the
deity of the Ayyavale. A 12E2 CE inscription
mentions refers to the soumule of different
nachs of Vijayanagar. Some of these nadus
are Kunche nadu, Huligereya nadu and Bale
nadw It appears that sammule & the trad-
ing association belonging o thes nads,
They maintained a cose relationship with
the state officials. For instance, solumuie is
associated with the offidal named nMude
Dannayaka or the military officer. Salumude

Agril - June 2023

and the officers were invaolved in a grant, =
there is a reference to the term tmball, The
term SHENME also indicates that the sol-
maule traders were given the position of sef-
fi or merchants® A Vijayanagar inscription
belonging to 1551 CE. mentions the deity
tiavareshvara and Salomule, thereby show.
ing the continuity between the Ayyavols
belonging to different periods.™

A Teluigu inscription found in the Chittoar
district of Andhra Pradesh proves the fact
that the Ayyavole onder the Wijayanmagar
maintained its unique character. 1t mentions
the deities Ganeshvara and Cirvareshwara
A= we mentioned earlier, Gavareshvara rep-
resents the signature of Ayyavole. In addi-
tiom, it mentions SEumle. 18 2l mentions
ubvhmya nmaodeshl. The leader of this trade
guild was Prathvi Setti RayanabManiri Bhas
kara.'' After the decline of Vijayanagar in
the western part of South India, Ayyavole
shifted to the Telugu region (eastern part of
South India) where the ¥ijayanagar contin-
wed to rule in the eady seventeenth century.
It also shows that the Ayyavole followed the
ed its hase. However, while doing so it also
retained its origimal epithets.

Conclusion

It is true that under the Vilyanagar, the
Ayyavole experienced considerable chang-
s It was dosely associated with the State.
However, it was compelled o delegate its
authority to the State. It alko shows the na-
ture of the Vijayanagar state, which attempt-
e to centralize its authonty, particularly in
the core berritories. It is possible that com-
petition from other nEnadeshs was main-
ly responsible for the fall of the Ayyavole
even thoogh it continued to be mentioned
in the seventesnth-rentury inscriptions. The
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development. It referred to the traders who
were associated with the salumule of varioos
nads of Vijayanagar. While Hoysalas gave
greater freedom to Ayyavole, under the vi-
jayamagar it was considerably contralled by
the State. However, one can note the conti-
muity between the Ayyavole of Hoysala and
the Vijayamagar period. Gavareshwara dei-
ty was the signature w=ed by the Ayyvole

Appendix

insription found i both Hoysala and Vi
jayanagar contexts. Mummuri-dmdes were
asocdated with these tade guilds. It &
apparent that the militant groups support-
ed the Ayyavole while travelling from one
place to the other. They also have similar or-
igins. Even though there were some changes
in the Ayyavole of Vijayanagar, it was also
similar to the pre-Vijyanagar Ayyavole.

Taxes to be paid by the Ayyavole traders to the government official

Mudda Dannayaka

Rate Item

¥ bele per gadyana 0f the rental bnd in msh (honguttage) of the village o stha-
varasihala;

Bele per gadyana Manetary revenne (nnarmadaya) of the villages, which gives a cer-
tain share in lien of rent

Two ballas for every | Paddy, various grains, income from both

Khanduga

Details of muleya svamya

PERFUME

# panas for every 100 | Of nine precious gems

gadyanas of the price

Haga per bundle 0f camphor

Bele per Pernekurm

Rele per Tola of musk

Haga per Marmu of saffron

¥ adda per Tola of agiln {fagrance)

Aulda per Tola of sandal

Haga per Every three kanajos of sandu, dvet, viverra civetta {pumagual)

CLOTHS

Bele per Fair of Devagin coth
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Viea per Fair of marriage cloth

Adda per Malavi of eighty bleached cloth

Adda per Tolavi of silk yam (pattinalu}

Haga per Toda of silk cloth

Haga per Malavi or blankets

Adda per Malavi or yarn

Visa per Kageyapatte

Haga per Malavi or figured carpet and carpet

Haga per Malave of Palmyra leaves

Haga per Malave of patte of sack

GRAINS

Bele per load Paddy, jowar, raggy, nevane, milket (baragu) and sawve for
X Frains

PULSES

Haga per load Wheat, Bengal gram. sesamum, common flax (agase), kusube,
green gram, udde, ingar, horse gram, sic.

Bede per load Rlce

Haga per Manyada ettu coming from outsids

Adda per load ( oll and ghee

Bede per A load of sal

Haga per A load of Jaggery

Adda per A load of sugar

Haga per Load of araca-nats

Haga per A load of betd leaves

Adda per A load of hladk pepper

Haga per A load of turmeric, antan, cumin seeds, 2 hox of fenegresk (men-
theya damva?), ablasize, mustard, etc.

Haga per A cart boad of sugarcane

Haga per A load of green ginger

Haga per A load of lme fraits

Haga per (Cart-load of coconets and vegetahles

Bede per Head load of frults, nets, vegetables

(me betd Leafl per day For every floor shop {padara) of betel lawes

(ime areca-nut per day | For every floor shop of arem-nuls

April - Jene 2023
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Bele per Cart-load of tmber

Bele per A load of grass and fud

Bele per Fach harse within the marketplace

Bele per Gadyana for Holeyakudure, khedileyakudure, and nadakwdisrs

Haga per gadyana Erephant

Bele per gady=na Camd

Bele per gadyzna Hlaves

Bele per gady=na Per cart

Bele Ox

Haga per Female buffalo

Huluvisa per {zoat and sheep walking on foat

Bele per gadyzna {astom dues both the ways

{Ine pana per annum Every man of Partvara

Five panas per annum Each barse of the amara-dannzyakara kattale

{Jne pana per annum Every jIvitzgara who eamns between ten and hundred hons

Twn pana per annem Ewvery Ivitagara whi earns more thas 100 hons

T panas per annam For every hundred gadyanas for the umball of the prince and the
klng

The sign-manual of salumule: Sr-Ganesvara- Gavaresvaradevaru
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