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Abstract

Euphorbia concanens.s (Euphorbiaceae) is described and illustrated as a new  
species from  M aharashtra , India.

During one o f our recent explorations along the Konkan region, we collected  an inter
esting specim en belonging to the genus Euphorbia  subgcn. Chamaesycc sect. Lon^isiylae. 
The keeled capsules o f this specim en are distinct with ridges along the Nutures. Subsequent 
studies in consultation w ith experts in the group revealed that it is an undescribed species. It 
is being described here as a new species.

E u p h o rb ia  concanensis  Janarthanam  ct Yadav, sp. nov. (Fig. 1)

Euphorbiae hotopterae  affinis, in capsulis sccus suturas prom inente porcatis exalatis
differt.

Typus: India, M aharashtra, Sindhudurg district, Achirane betw een Phonda and
V aibhavadi, 20-9-1993, Janarthanam  & Yadav 1002 (CAL -  holot>pe; BSI, MH -  isotypes).

A perennial decum bent herb, 10-30 cm long. Stem slender, red at base, green above, 
up to 1 mm in diam eter; internodes 1-7 cm long. Leaves opposite, stipulate, petiolate, equal 
in size, 5- V i  x " i - 5  ttiyti, vv, base, sficculate, acute to obtuse a t apex, glabrous;
stipules triangular, toothed; petiole up to 1 mm long. Cyathia term inal, solitary'; peduncles up 
to 7 mm long, glabrous; in .o lu c re  turbinate, red, glabrous, lobes laciniate; glands 4, trans
versely oblongoid, brown in colour; lim bs o f the glands prom inent, subequal, obovate, wavy 
in outline, rosy-p ink  in colour. M ale flowers numerous; pedicels up to 1.5 mm long; filam ents 
up to 0.7 mm long; anthers transversely dehiscing. Female flowers: Ovary triquetrous; styles 
3, free from base, each bifid at apex. Capsules ovoid, ca. 2 x 3  mm, trigonous, distinctly 
keeled, prom inently ridged along the sutures, glabrous, 3-seeded , maturing outside cyathia; 
fruiting pedicels up to 2 mm  long, recurved. Seeds obtusely tetragonous, ca. 1.1 x 0.8 x 0.8 
mm, truncate at base, rounded or slightly pointed at apex, tuberculate on faces, grey.
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Fig. 1. Euphorbia concanensis  Janarthanam  et Yadav. A. H abit; B. S tipule; C. Cyathium  with 
capsulc; D. Involucre sp lit open; E. M ale flower; F. C apsule (top view); G. Seed.
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Flowering & Fruiting : A ugusi —  N ovem ber.

H abitat: G row s on latcrile rocks and red soil, am idst grasses and around the bushes.

N ote: Euphorbia concanensis is allied to E. notoptera  Boiss. but differs in having prominent 
ridges along the sutures and absence of w ings on capsules. The species is nam ed after 
the K onkan region from w here the type specim en was collected.
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