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Foreword

As explained by Vithai Zaraunker in the following introduction, this book 1s the outcome of 2
proiect she conducted while she was a Master’s student at the Department of Sociology, Goa
University. She was guided and inspired by the late Professor Alito Siqueira, who encouraged
her to research her own community, i.e., the Velips. It was his unique pedagogical way 10 et
students explore the question of “Hanv Konn (Who am I)7”

Alito was my local guide-cum-mentor while I was a visiting student at Goa University,
conducting fieldwork for my Ph.D. from 2000 to 2001. He later became my friend, and he
often expressed to me his desire to bring out the outcome of his M.A. students research.

He prepared the manuscript of a collection of his students’ dissertations, Hanv Konn~ Re
searching the Self, and passed away in August 2019. Later, thanks to his friends’ efforts, it was
published in book form in 2021.

The publication of this book is our effort to continue Alito’s pedagogical endeavor. We
hope that the stories narrated by the Velip women will lead readers to realize the fact thas
everybody, even those on the margins, has the right to be proud of their henitage, and others
should value it.

I would like to thank Vithai Zaraunker and Asavari Gurav for allowing me to collaborate with

hemn. 1 would also like to express my gratitude to Salil Chaturved: for guiding and supportng
us to complete this book project.

Kyoko Matsukawa
Professor, Faculty of Letters,

Konan University, Kobe, Japan



qXATSAT

AT YT fberer ot ot waferear Selvdr, Sirear deta T AT, debid el SR
WWW%WWWMWWW.Wwﬂﬁ

quell Sexi s sieh Pyw, Rive, swor, andfer, fiwr, Pigur, &m0, FAR, R, Tl

GAITE, ISR, BTRWRT &1 ST GUAT 39T gTeqrdl 31ef HesdTeh o107 AT




