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Preface

Vyiakaranam (The Sanskrit Grammar) is one of the six Vedanga-s that
holds a very important place in the Vedic tradition. It is considered the primary
sastra that facilitates the learning of the language and forms a foundation to study
and interpret the texts that form the repository of the Indian Knowledge Systems.
Panini’s Astadhyayl codifies the grammar of Samskrta elegantly. After Panini, a
whole tradition developed and produced rich works by Katyayana, Pataijali,
Bhartrhari. Bhojarija, Candrakirti, Hemacandra. Bhattojidiksita,
Nigesabhattaand many others. It also inspired work in literature and philosophy
and has left its mark on the entire intellectual tradition.

A Samskrta verse elaborated the importance of Vyakarana as —

F=fy ag ATefi Ty uE g S |

TS GIAAT W oAb Yot Apeoed ||

yadyapi bahu nadhise tathapi patha putra vyakarapam |
svajanah $vajano ma bhiitsakalam sakalam sakrechakrt ||

“Even if you do not study a lot, at least study vyakarana [i.c., grammar], my son,
let svajana (a relative) not be §vajana (a dog), sakala (a whole) not be $akala (a
part), and sakrt (once) not be sakrt (excrement) [i.e., so that at least you do not
pronounce svajana as svajana, sakala as Sakala, and sakrt as $akrt, and do not
change the context of the speech completely].”

Many languages in India have emerged and evolved from Samskrta, Goa's
prominent langnages, i.e., Konkani and Marathi, also belong to the Indo-
European group of languages. Students of these languages often struggle to grasp
the concepts of grammar, such as Vibhakti-s (Cases) and Samasa-s (Compounds)
which are common concepts in these lanuages. There is a misconception about
grammar studies, that they are burdensome and tedious. However, the extensive
grammar ftradition of India has kept the languages intact. Instead of treating
Sanskrit as an ‘external influence’, if the students of grammar can understand it
as the underlying operating system, they will be able to debug or understand the
modern softwares i.e. Marathi and Konkani easily!

This book will help Sanskrit students as well as students of many other
Indian languages to learn and refer to grammar concepts. An effort will be taken
to keep the style of the book simple, combining brevity with clarity. The book
intends to provide supplementary information related to grammar and facilitate
learning.




