Teachmg Serlculture in Universities
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Senculmre is an agro based, rural oriented in-
dustry, where mulberry leaves are converted into
fascinating fiber called silk, by biological machines
—silkworm. Sericulture not only helps to overcome
the unemployment in our country by providing

- gainful occupation to rural, semi urban and urban
unskilled, semi skilled and skilled workers, but can
also be-a family occupation, where all members of
the family can work in their own home places and
earn their livelihood, thus, reverse the trend of mi-
gration of labourers from rural to urban areas.

There is controversy over the place of origin of

] silk. There is a mention of silk in great Indian epics

' Ramayana and Mahabharat and history of Indian silk

dates back to more than 2000 years, Indian scholars

believe that silk originated in the foothills of
Himalayas.

Today, India ranks number two in the world
with regard te silk production and has the distinc-
tion of being known as the largest silk importer in
the world. The reason for this is not only high inter-
nal demand for the salubrious fiber ‘silk’, but also
the low quality of silk produced in our country. In
spite of several times attempt to improve the quality
of Indian silk, the exercise has turned out to be
futile. For example, an ambitious plan of World
Bank aided programme in the country, which was
targeted to produce at least 1000 MT of quality
bivlotine silk could not achieve even 100 tonnes at

the end of the project period. The main cause seems .

to be the acute dearth of sericultural experts, who
. are having first hand training in sericulture. How-
.evefr, in spite of not having a proper university edu-
‘cation/training in the field, a few personnels at-
-tachied to sericulture industry have done extreme
-good to sericulture. There are a couple of institu-
:tions dedicated to-sericulture, who are working at
“their best to help Indian sericulture. But the fact
‘remains that they too find it difficult to continue
- their- pursuit of excellence without havmg proper
““hands, with knowledge ofsericulture

hould play a vital role to fulfil the: gap of knowl-
edge by provxdingnndagmduate (UG) and peat

~ It is at this- juncture:that umversxties can and'

graduate (PG) courses in sericulture. Though there
are a handful of unjversities such as Mysore Univer-
sity, Bangalore University, University of Agricul-
tural Sciences, Bangalore, Padmavati University,
Shivaji University ete, offering training in sericul-
ture either by B.Sc., M.Sc. sericulture courses or by
offering sericulture as a paper at UG or PG level.

Offering sericultureas a full courseat UG or PG
level has its own pros and cons.

There is a well known saying ‘if you feed a man

-with fish, his hunger will vanish for a day; if you

teach him fishing, his hunger will vanish forever’.
Further, there is a well justified requirement and
trend for providing job oriented courses to the stu-
dents, which can make them self sufficient, which in
turn will ease the pressure on presently prevailing
unemployment problem in our country. Providing
sericulture education to the students in general and
rural/semi urban students in particular, can work a
boon for these rural/semi-urban masses.

Even today, in most parts of our country, there
is great dearth in number of personnel who can
really provide technical knowhow, thus making
those farmers follow the age old methods, by which
they get less quantity of poor quality silk.

Selection of appropriate land for mulberry cul-
tivation, landscaping, agronomy, pedalogy, taxone-
my, mulberry cultivation, irrigation pattern, ma-
nuring schedule and various types of manuring,
farm yard manure technology, plant breeding, plant
genetics, silkworm races, silkworm breeding, silk-
‘worm genetics, silkworm rearing, pre-cocoon tech-
nology, post cocoon technology, reeling, acid seed
technology, rereeling, twisting, textile technology,
weaving technology, dyeing, printing, finishing,
marketing of cocoon, silk threads, finished goods,
export-import knowledge are some of the versatile
branches of sericulture industry. Further the knowl-
edge on sericultural ‘waste’ utilization improves
the economic conditions of the sericulturists.

"In spite of the fact that India has produced a
couple of Louis Pasture award winnérs (considered
to be equivalent to Nobel Prize in sericulture), till

very. recently, there were hardly any:institutions -
»which oauidoffetsericu}tureas a suh;&ex; er at




- nomics, Busmess Commumcatmn,supportedbysa i

* tistics, Cmnmercaal Mathematics and Arcoti _
in order to cultivate the intellectual equipment of
. logical thinking and reasoned approach. This has

- certainly helped commerce education to raise an
_impressive superstructire of academic substance.
 This has also helped the discipline to qualify itself
as afaculty with reference to man’s first quest of
er-personal relationships. :

The Timeless Objectives and
Commerce Education

It is my impression that a ”Faculty refers toa
comprehensive, complex and epistemological con-
cept having its moorings in the conviction that all
knowledge inevitably aims at the ultimate good and
total welfare of men and women; it liberates them
not only from the worldly wants and woes but ori-
ents them to the.awareness and realization of an
inner elevation. This.is what our Shastras declare : Sa
vidya ya vimukteye (knowledge liberates). Within the

" Indian frame of reference this transcendental view

of *Faculty” is quite relevant because for us this
precisely spells the "higher" element in higher edu-
cation.

At this stage the question that becom&s most
pertinent is : What has been the response of com-
merce education to the objectives and ideals visual-
ized by the tradition and by the Kothari Commis-
sion and insisted upon by the Policy Perspective?
And also, how has commerce education reacted to
the demands of the second and the third quests of
man, namely, man’s relationship with his inner uni-
verse and man'’s relationship with the spiritual uni-
verse?

I believe that no concept of a "Faculty" can
really be complete except within the context of the
traditional Indian world view of wisdom and
knowledge. Is commerce education as a "Faculty”
aware of this truth? Is it independent or irrespective
of national ideals and perspectives? Or, is it because
of its cold indifference to such ideals that its product
is uniformly shallow, faceless and unimpressive

and, naturally, unemployab}e’{ What, then, will be |
the plight of this product in the face of the cyclones -
called globalisation and privatization of the Indian. .

market? The questions don’t end here.
What, then, is the philosophic foundation of the

superstructure of commerce education? Isit likean
imposing gopura with rich inlays and. carvings of |
syllabl and' curricula® but, alas mthout a dxvme =
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teachmg of a few ftgchmques- i e
knowledge, far less to wisdom. Theexttu'e repertmre =

of commerce education may be summed up m TS,

Ehot’soft-quotedphrases. O

Where is the Lfe - :

" we have lost in Iwmg’ i
Where is the wisdom™
we have lost in km)wledgc?
Where is the knowledge
We have lost in information?

Summing Up

It is, as if, commerce education fosters a lop-
sided development by encouraging the analytical
and intellectual functions of the left hemisphere of
the human brain.

This may sound a little harsh and even cynical
but it is well-intentioned and expects to break the
ice for.an important academic issue and initiate a
creative dialogue. We know that it takes thousands
of hands to haul the huge chariot of Lord “Jugger-
naut”; iri'the same way it takes many academic dis-
cipline to keep alive the dynamism of a developing
people. That is a justification enough for having a
healthy and dignified Faculty of Commerce on the

. academic map of our universities.
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Ixumhed 3‘500 crore. project on semmlture, is the

" expert inthe field of sericulture. As a result, most of

" - the persons who have occupied the higher rungs of
‘educational ladder today are basically from a non

sericultural educational background. This has be-

~ come onie of the main detrimental factors to the real

progress of sericulture mourcountry Thus it is of

utmost importance to generate real sericultural ex-
perts, who are taught, trained and are knowledge-
ablein the field of sericulture. This is at this juncture
that the role of universities becomes very vital. The
starting of courses in sericulture at graduate and
postgraduate level is very much needed. ,

Sericulture is one of those subjects which has a
shortage of ‘reading material. Most of the universi-
ties in India refer to age old books written by Japa-
. nese authors as early as 1960's. If we go through the
publishers’ list, we hardly come across any new
book on sericulture. As sericulture is taught in lim-
ited institutions, publisher are also not interested in

* bringing books on sericulture to thelight of the day.
Hence, an urgent need is there for generating seri-
cultural literature in our country.

As sericulture is a field oriented subject, which-
ever institution wishes to start teaching sericulture,
primarily should have adequate fertile land with

good irrigation facilities for mulberry cultivation. -
Hence, starting sericultural studies is not advisable

or some. of the umversmes, whxch are operatmgr

. “froma building or two. Neither is it feasible for the
universities which have established themselves in
* centre mettoyehs However, it is most suited for the

traditional universities which are holding a large
area under their control. Similarly, for the universi-
ties who are operating in somewhat semi urban
areas, starting of sericulture course could be a boon
for youth, =~

Research in sericulture can be baslcally of two
types, viz. basic and applied research. As the infra-
structure facilities are generally very much limited
in universities, they may be encouraged to under-
take reseatch on subjects of academic interest. While
institutions who are generally sound with finances
may work in frontiers of sericulture research. A

‘coordination between the research institutions and

universities will certainly provide a much needed
boost to Indian sericulture. o

For inservice personnels, to update their knowl-
edge and expose them to recent advances that had-
taken place in sericulture, universities could con-
duct at regular intervals some courses such as re-
fresher courses, orientation courses, subject
upgradation courses, etc of short and long duration
from a week to 6 months depending on the need of
the inservice personnel. Universities can also pro-
vide much needed computer training to these candi-
dates so that they can improve their working effx— '
cxency :
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